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The Lao and! Vietnamese are reacting to Ceca 1 


| |! pressure along the |Sino-Lao border by the Chinese i 
sy. and Chinesesbacked) g erhallas. i ($8) ore Fh cE ne 
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LAOS=VIETNAM-CHINA: 
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i Clashes between bathet Lao and Vietnamese jtroops on. the 
one hand''and Chinese troops ‘and Chinese-supported guerrillas” 
on the other have increesed significantly over the past two 
months. |'Alarmed)|about:'this sharp increase in , H 
Chinese-inspired activit along its border, Laos) has/ called 
in the Chinese! Charge jin) Vientiane twice to protest. alleged 


incursions of Chinese jtroops. Probably in. retaliation for!| 
the Chinese pressure, Labs has also asked China to reduce |; 


its embassy staff 
Since,then, Lao’ forces ‘tn the 
appar avet rena ined] to @ high state of combat 


readiness, and both Chin ‘and. Laos have alleged bord r 
f rremlehee bd | | ts, | 
violations. tec Hehe ET |i [ie 
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| Chinese pressure tha ‘been continuing ata lower! level 
over the past. year LBL in’ the; form of 
cross-border raids and) shelling of Lao positions and ty 
villages, More! |importan , Chinese-supported! insurgents had 
become more active along the border. j he. sf i 
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| 1 1,1 Peleg ! ‘th, | il 
} We do not believe’ the Chinese are planning to launch 
any major attacks.! At! this) time, China'siaim ts presumably 
to bleed both the‘iforces of the Vietnamese ‘puppet government 
in Laosjand Vietnamese forces |along the Sino-Lao and Sino-: 
Vietnamese borders: | China how has more than’ 250,000 ombat ! 
troops opposite Vietnam nd:Laos, maintaining \the option of 
increased attacks) | Pt eae Vee Pa eee ed ae 

| {ci | Witt i P| Weed: |; raya 


Lao Defense Ba ‘ it l) i j 
the|Chinese military cndent,tle 
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eit TANG toll: ‘1 
| In| ‘ove! to ‘counter he 

Lao, wi h Vietnamese and) Soviet (support), have taken an’ | | 

unprecedented Step to form three infantry divisions! near the 


Chinese |frontier. : = 
An fafantry [regtaeny =” 0 | 
r eenthe| largest organized: | 
the Laotian) Army. | i (Et i 1 Bela 
ge Pee HE iti L 
{: oH M ! | 1-H, j Yi 
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: = HI 
spvateanere 
viston ,000 and 10,000. com ati troops. | We do. | 


not believe, however, that the Lao have (the personnel! to man 
. or. support! combat units as large as §,000-10,000-man), ' |)! 
‘ Vietnamese mainline divisions. The Laojunits)jare, most — 
likely; the smaller: light |infantry divistons+-each consisting 
+ | | of sone 2,000’ to) 5,000| troops. Some of these ‘divisions; may, 
be fitted with modern Soviet ground force eq ipment -~ Won 
Including armor iand arti lerys |} itt fon | 
Some elements!of thé new divisions ‘are lready 
conducting extensive patrols along! the Lao-Chinese border. |: 
Others have been |deployed to protect, major and secondary i 
roads and keviat itary, thevel tet lone’ mountain, passes, and © 
infiltration routes along small streams and valleys leading | 


| from China into Laos. :, wil i ota i: | 
| 
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' Vietnamese Combat Support |'\)\' \0 | tei 
' { 1 a es | { a 
Hanoi is also; concerned with the recent dramatic ! 


| increase in Chinese ‘activity against Laos. iVietnamese: 
| forces have increased their patrols!along the Sino-Lao | 


1 . frontier, and ‘on|several joccasions } 
i I] have crossed) into na. | 
i : the Vietnamese. may have s e p 


a ‘ 
10,000 of theTr j5U, "toons tn Laos from the south ito the’ 
north and that some of|'the Vietnamese troops |may be deployed 
in,depth,:in stattedicl positions back from, the border. 
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Increased Soviet| Support} 'j{) | | Hi iy |: 
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The [Soviets 





: tei il an ae: 
i ; have Stepped up their military assistance 
to Laos since the ‘increasgei/in Chinese activity. ; } 
Soviet ‘transport flights: from Vietnam increase 
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i Some of the estimated 1,000 Soviet advisers in Laos 
| have been assigned to Lao combat units near the Chinese | 
' frontier ‘this year. The |Soviets are now possibly 
training |Lao artillery, and antiaircr s as well) as | 
installing communications and early warning and air | 
{ngqutatey es radar equipment there.) ; at 
‘ il 
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